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1. REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest is the owner of the present application, Summit 
Treestands, LLC (the assignee of this application) of 715 Summit Drive, S.E., Decatur, 
Alabama 35601. 

2. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

There are no other known appeals or interferences that will directly affect, or be 
directly affected by, or have a bearing on the Board's decision in this Appeal. 

3. STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-17, 19, and 20 are pending in this application, and Claims 4, 
12, and 18 are cancelled. 

Claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-17, 19, and 20 stand finally rejected. 
The appealed claims are Claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-17, 19, and 20. 

4. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

An Amendment After Final pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1 .1 16 was filed on October 1 1 , 
2005, to amend Claims 5 and 13 and to cancel Claims 4 and 12 in an effort to place the 
application in a better form for consideration on appeal. The Examiner entered this 
amendment on November 1 , 2005, for purposes of appeal. However, Claims 1-3, 5-1 1 , 
13-17, 19, and 20 stand finally rejected. 
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5. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 



The claimed invention of independent Claim 1 relates generally to a foot engaging 
member (two of which are shown in the figures and identified by element numbers 100 and 
101) for use with a climbing tree stand assembly (10) including a platform (11) and a 
support member (36, 37) attached to the platform, as depicted in Figures 1-4. The foot 
engaging member (100) includes a mounting portion 104 for attachment to the climbing 
tree stand assembly 10 and a rigid tail portion 105 having a curved elongate body 122 and 
extending away from the mounting portion. The foot engaging members are described in 
the specification on page 5, paragraph 20, line 1 1 , through page 6, paragraph 25, line 24. 

The claimed invention of dependent Claim 5 relates generally to the foot engaging 
member (100) as described with regard to Claim 1, wherein the foot engaging member 
comprises substantially rigid molded plastic. Such limitation is clearly described on page 5, 
paragraph 21, lines 20-21. 

The claimed invention of independent Claim 8 relates generally to a climbing tree 
stand assembly (10), as shown in Figures 1-4. The climbing tree stand assembly (10) 
comprises a platform (1 1 ), a pair of support arms (36, 37) attached to the platform, and a 
pair of rigid footholds (100, 101) attached to the platform or the support arms and 
extending generally over the platform. The rigid footholds (100, 101 ) are described in the 
specification on page 5, paragraph 20, line 1 1 , through page 6, paragraph 25, line 24. 

The claimed invention of dependent Claim 1 3 relates generally to the climbing tree 
stand assembly (1 0) as described with regard to Claim 8, wherein the footholds (1 00, 1 01 ) 
each comprise a molded plastic body. Such limitation is clearly described on page 5, 
paragraph 21, lines 20-21. 
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The claimed invention of independent Claim 14 relates generally to an improvement 
for a climbing tree stand (1 0) of the type for use by a user and including a platform (1 1 ) and 
a pair of support arms (36, 37) attached to the platform. The improvement therein 
comprises a pair of rigid foothold devices (100, 101) attached to the platform (1 1) or the 
support arms (36, 37). The rigid foothold devices are described in the specification on 
page 5, paragraph 20, line 1 1 , through page 6, paragraph 25, line 24. 

The claimed invention of dependent Claim 1 9 relates generally to the improvement 
as described with regard to Claim 14, wherein the rigid foothold devices (100, 101) 
comprise a curved elongate body portion (105) and an attachment portion (104) for 
attaching to either the platform (1 1 ) or the support arms (36, 37). Furthermore, the rigid 
foothold devices (100, 101) comprise a molded plastic body. Such limitation is clearly 
described on page 5, paragraph 21, lines 20-21. 

The claimed invention of dependent Claim 20 relates generally to the improvement 
as described with regard to Claim 14, wherein the rigid foothold devices (100, 101) 
comprise a curved elongate body portion (105) and an attachment portion (104) for 
attaching to either the platform (11) or the support arms (36, 37). Furthermore, the 
attachment portion (1 04) of the rigid foothold devices (1 00, 101 ) comprises a yoke (1 06) for 
fastening to one of the support arms. Such limitation is clearly described on page 5, 
paragraph 22, lines 24-26 and is shown in Figures 1, 4, and 5A as defined by elements 
108, 110, and 112. 
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6. GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 



The grounds of rejection to be reviewed on appeal are: 

(1) Claims 5 and 13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

(2) Claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-17, 19, and 20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) 
as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,971,104 of Woller. 

7. ARGUMENT 

(1) Rejection of Claims 5 and 13 Under 35 U.S.C. §112, Second Paragraph 

Claims 5 and 1 3 stand rejected as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out 
and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention under 35 
U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. The Examiner has erroneously rejected the Applicants' 
claims. Specifically, the Examiner was unclear as to how Claims 4 and 12, and by 
dependency Claims 5 and 13, further limit the rigid recitations of Claims 1 and 18. To 
advance prosecution, Applicants cancelled Claims 4 and 1 2 and amended Claims 5 and 1 3 
to clarify what is claimed in an Amendment After Final pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.116. The 
amendment was entered on November 1 , 2005, but the claims still stand finally rejected. 
Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 5 and 13, in their current forms, are not 
indefinite. 
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(2) Rejection of Claims 1-3. 5-11. 13-17. 19. and 20 Under 35 U.S.C. S102(b) over 

U.S. Patent No. 5.971.104 of Woller 

Claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-17, 19, and 20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,971 ,104 of Woller. The Examiner has erroneously 
rejected the Applicants' claims. 

To be a valid 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) rejection, a single reference must disclose each 
and every element of the claims. The rejection here is improper because the reference 
does not disclose each and every element of the claims. 
Claims 1-3 and 6-7 

Claims 1-3 and 6-7 (as Applicants cancelled Claim 4 in the Amendment after Final) 
are not anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104 of Woller. Independent Claim 1 
recites, "A foot engaging member for use with a climbing tree stand assembly including a 
platform and a support member attached to the platform, comprising: a mounting portion 
for attachment to the climbing tree stand assembly; and a rigid tail portion having a curved 
elongate body and extending away from the mounting portion" (emphasis added). 

U.S. Patent Number 5,971 ,1 04 of Woller does not disclose, teach, or suggest foot 
engaging members that have a rigid tail portion. Rather, U.S. Patent Number 5,971, 104 of 
Woller discloses foot engaging members that are a pair of stiff, flexible straps , which are 
not rigid , for providing the outdoorsman a mechanism to manipulate the foot-support 
assembly. U.S. Patent Number 5,971 ,1 04 of Woller discloses "two or more flexible tensile 
members such as straps fashioned from woven fabric webs 34, each web having an end 
looped around the corresponding seat hook 32" (Col. 5, line 6 et al., emphasis added). 
Moreover, "The straps may be fashioned from suitable, conventional nylon web material. 
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One-inch wide nylon webbing is preferred since it has a stiffness that causes the strap to 
stand up presenting a loop for the outdoorsman. In addition, other materials such as 
cotton, dacron, synthetic polymers, and the like can be used for the foot straps 96, or the 
strap 66 of the seat assembly" (Col. 7, lines 41-44). Clearly, the straps of U.S. Patent 
Number 5,971 ,1 04 of Woller are flexible and tensile. Tensile can be defined as capable of 
tension, and tensile strength can be defined as resistance to rupture under tension 
(Webster's Third New International Dictionary, unabridged). Rigid, devices, however are 
lacking or devoid of flexibility (Webster's Third New International Dictionary, unabridged), 
and do not deform under load. The terms rigid and flexible are antonyms. The present 
application describes footholds that are rigid, and the prior art describes footholds that are 
flexible. 

The Examiner's position that the term "synthetic polymers," as used in the present 
context, includes rigid plastic such as polyvinylchloride (PVC), is simply unfounded. As an 
aside, the Examiner uses a Wikipedia definition of the term "synthetic polymers" (a copy of 
which is included in the Evidence Appendix) to show that PVC is a synthetic polymer, but 
events in the news point out that Wikipedia may or may not be accurate, as Wikipedia 
allows non-reviewed material to be posted by outside contributors. Indeed, synthetic 
polymers, in certain forms can be flexible, and synthetic polymers in other forms can be 
rigid. Thus, synthetic polymers, like other materials including metals, can be rigid or 
flexible depending on how they are fabricated. The Examiner's reliance on the type of 
material used for the footholds is misplaced. For example, a synthetic polymer that is long 
and thin could be flexible, just like a single strand of a steel cable is flexible. A synthetic 
polymer that is molded can be a hard, rigid structure, just as a steel beam is a hard, rigid 



7 



structure. However, there is simply no disclosure in U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104 of 
Woller to support the notion that the synthetic polymers are rigid. 

Moreover, the Examiner's position appears to be that the word "rigid" is synonymous 
with the word "stiff." In essence, the Examiner is removing the word "rigid" from the claims, 
and inserting the phrase "somewhat stiff," so that the claim reads on the prior art. The 
Examiner's position obviously is not sustainable. 

The Examiner provided the Applicants with a dictionary definition of the word "rigid" 
as meaning "appearing stiff and unyielding " (Webster's 10th edition, emphasis added, a 
copy of which is included in the Evidence Appendix). It appears that the Examiner is 
simply ignoring the second part of the definition (the very definition that the Examiner relies 
on) of rigid in that not only are rigid devices stiff, but they are also unyielding. Under the 
Examiner's definition of rigid, a man's shirt collar would be considered rigid, for example. A 
man's shirt collar is somewhat stiff in that the collar can stand up under its own weight, but 
no one would consider a man's shirt collar to be rigid. If some relative small amount of 
force is applied to the shirt collar, it will yield and deform. Thus, a man's shirt collar is 
somewhat stiff, but it is certainly not rigid. Similarly, under the Examiner's definition, Jello® 
too would be considered rigid. Jello®, when chilled, has some stiffness to it so that it holds 
its shape, but Jello® is not rigid, as even a very slight amount of force would cause the 
Jello® to yield and deform. Those skilled in the art would not consider Jello® or a man's 
shirt collar, though both somewhat stiff, to be rigid. 

Similarly, the flexible straps of U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104 of Woller are 
somewhat stiff, but they are not unyielding so as to be considered rigid. In fact, the straps 
of U.S. Patent Number 5,971 ,104 of Woller will yield and deform if force is applied to them, 
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just like a man's shirt collar and Jello®. Therefore, the flexible straps, just like a man's shirt 
collar and Jello®, are not rigid. 

To the contrary, the foot engaging members of the present application are both stiff 
and unyielding when force is applied, and are thus rigid , which is not disclosed, taught, or 
suggested by U.S. Patent Number 5,971 ,104 of Woller. Thus, Claim 1 is not anticipated by 
U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104. Accordingly, allowance of Claim 1, and by dependency, 
Claims 2-3 and 6-7, is respectfully requested. 
Claim 5 

Claim 5 is not anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104 of Woller. Claim 5 
recites, "The foot engaging member of Claim 1, wherein the foot engaging member 
comprises substantially rigid molded plastic." U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104 of Woller 
does not disclose, teach, or suggest a foot engaging member comprising a substantially 
rigid molded plastic. Rather, as stated herein, the foot engaging member of U.S. Patent 
Number 5,971,104 of Woller comprises "two or more flexible tensile members," which 
obviously are not constructed of rigid molded plastic. Accordingly, allowance of Claim 5 is 
respectfully requested. 
Claims 8-11 

Claims 8-1 1 are not anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 5,971 ,104 of Woller. Claim 
8 recites, "A climbing tree stand assembly comprising: a platform; a pair of support arms 
attached to the platform; and a pair of rigid footholds attached to the platform or the 
support arms and extending generally over the platform" (emphasis added). 

U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104 of Woller does not disclose, teach, or suggest a 
climbing tree stand assembly having a pair of rigid footholds. Rather, as stated herein, the 
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footholds of U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104 of Woller comprises "two or more flexible 
tensile members," which obviously are not rigid. Thus, though the footholds of U.S. Patent 
Number 5,971 , 1 04 of Woller are stiff, they certainly are not rigid. Accordingly, allowance of 
Claim 8, and by dependency, Claims 9-11, is respectfully requested. 
Claim 13 

Claim 13 is not anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104 of Woller. Clam 13 
recites, "The climbing tree stand assembly of Claim 1 1 , wherein the footholds each 
comprise a molded plastic body." U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104 of Woller does not 
disclose, teach, or suggest a pair of footholds each comprising a substantially rigid molded 
plastic. Rather, as stated herein, the footholds of U.S. Patent Number 5,971 ,1 04 of Woller 
comprise "two or more flexible tensile members," which obviously is not a molded plastic 
body. Accordingly, allowance of Claim 13 is respectfully requested. 
Claims 14-17 

Claims 1 4-1 7 are not anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 5,971 ,1 04 of Woller. Claim 
14 recites, "In a climbing tree stand including a platform and a pair of support arms 
attached to the platform, the climbing tree stand for use by a user, the improvement therein 
comprising: a pair of rigid foothold devices attached to the platform or the support arms" 
(emphasis added). 

U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104 of Woller does not disclose, teach, or suggest 
climbing tree stand assembly having an improvement comprising a pair of rigid foothold 
devices. Rather, as stated herein, the foothold devices of U.S. Patent Number 5,971 ,104 
of Woller comprises "two or more flexible tensile members," which obviously are not rigid. 
Thus, though the foothold devices of U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104 of Woller are stiff, 
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they certainly are not rigid. Accordingly, allowance of Claim 14, and by dependency, 
Claims 15-17, is respectfully requested. 
Claim 19 

Claim 19 recites, "The improvement of Claim 17 wherein the rigid foothold devices 
comprise a molded plastic body." U.S. Patent Number 5,971,104 of Woller does not 
disclose, teach, or suggest a pair of rigid foothold devices comprising a substantially rigid 
molded plastic. Rather, as stated herein, the footholds of U.S. Patent Number 5,971, 104 
of Woller comprise "two or more flexible tensile members," which obviously is not a molded 
plastic body. Accordingly, allowance of Claim 13 is respectfully requested. 
Claim 20 

Claim 20 recites, "The improvement of Claim 17 wherein the attachment portion of 
the rigid foothold devices comprises a yoke for fastening to one of the support arms." U.S. 
Patent Number 5,971 , 1 04 of Woller does not disclose, teach, or suggest a foothold device 
having a yoke for fastening the foothold to one of the support arms. Rather, the foothold 
devices of U.S. Patent Number 5,971 ,104 of Woller comprise "two or more flexible tensile 
members such as straps fashioned from woven fabric webs 34, each web having an end 
looped around the corresponding seat hook 32" (Col. 5, line 6 et al.), which lop obviously is 
not a yoke. Accordingly, allowance of Claim 13 is respectfully requested. 
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CONCLUSION 



In view of the above and the attached appendices, the pending grounds of rejection 
cannot be maintained and all pending claims must be allowed. Any communication that 
may expedite allowance should be directed to Applicants' undersigned attorney at (770) 



GARDNER GROFF, P.C. 
Customer Number 23506 

100 Parkwood Point 
2018 Powers Ferry Road 
Suite 800 

Atlanta, GA 30339 

Tel: 770.984.2300 
Fax: 770.984.0098 



984-2300. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michelle E. Kandcer 
Reg. No. 54,207 
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8. CLAIMS APPENDIX 

1 . A foot engaging member for use with a climbing tree stand assembly including a 
platform and a support member attached to the platform, comprising: 

a mounting portion for attachment to the climbing tree stand assembly; and 
a rigid tail portion having a curved elongate body and extending away from the 
mounting portion. 

2. The foot engaging member of Claim 1 , wherein the mounting portion is configured to 
be attached to the support member of the climbing tree stand assembly. 

3. The foot engaging member of Claim 2, wherein the tail portion is configured to 
extend generally downwardly toward the platform of the tree stand assembly. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. The foot engaging member of Claim 1, wherein the foot engaging member 
comprises substantially rigid molded plastic. 

6. The foot engaging member of Claim 1 , wherein the mounting portion is configured to 
secure the foot engaging member to either the support member or to the platform. 

7. The foot engaging member of Claim 6, wherein the mounting portion is secured to 
the support member with a fastener. 
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8. A climbing tree stand assembly comprising: 
a platform; 

a pair of support arms attached to the platform; and 

a pair of rigid footholds attached to the platform or the support arms and extending 
generally over the platform. 

9. The climbing tree stand assembly of Claim 8, wherein the pair of footholds each 
comprise a curved elongate body portion and a clamping portion for attaching to either the 
platform or the support arms. 

10. The climbing tree stand assembly of Claim 9, wherein clamping portions are 
attached to the support arms. 

1 1 . The climbing tree stand assembly of Claim 9, wherein the curved elongate body 
portions extend generally over the platform. 

12. (Cancelled) 

1 3. The climbing tree stand assembly of Claim 1 1 , wherein the footholds each comprise 
a molded plastic body. 
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14. In a climbing tree stand including a platform and a pair of support arms attached to 
the platform, the climbing tree stand for use by a user, the improvement therein 
comprising: 

a pair of rigid foothold devices attached to the platform or the support arms. 

15. The improvement of Claim 14 wherein the rigid foothold devices extend generally 
between the support arms and the platform. 

1 6. The improvement of Claim 1 4 wherein the rigid foothold devices are attached to the 
support arms and extend toward the platform. 

1 7. The improvement of Claim 1 4 wherein the rigid foothold devices comprise a curved 
elongate body portion and an attachment portion for attaching to either the platform or the 
support arms. 

18. (Cancelled) 

1 9. The improvement of Claim 1 7 wherein the rigid foothold devices comprise a molded 
plastic body. 

20. The improvement of Claim 1 7 wherein the attachment portion of the rigid foothold 
devices comprises a yoke for fastening to one of the support arms. 
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9. EVIDENCE APPENDIX 

No evidence pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.130, 1.131, or 1.132 was entered by the 
Examiner and relied upon the Appellant in the appeal. Other evidence entered by the 
Examiner includes a Wikipedia definition of "synthetic polymer" and a Webster's 10 th 
edition dictionary definition of the word "rigid." Copies of these definitions are attached 
hereto. 
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Synthetic polymer - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Page 1 of 2 



Synthetic polymer 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. 

Synthetic polymers are often referred to as "plastics", such as the well-known polyethylene and nylon. However, 
most of them can be classified in at least three main categories: thermoplastics, thermosets and elastomers. 

Man-made polymers are used in a bewildering array of applications: food packaging, films, fibers, tubing, pipes, 
etc. The personal care industry also uses polymers to aid in texture of products, binding, and moisture retention 
(e.g. in hair gel and conditioners). 




Examples 

A non-exhaustive list of these ubiquitous materials includes: 



acrylonitrile butadiene styrene (ABS) 

poly amide (PA) 

polybutadiene 

poly(butylene terephthalate) (PBT) 
polycarbonate (PC) 

poly(ether sulphone) (PES, PES/PEES) 
poly(ether ether ketone)s (PEEK, PES/PEEK) 
polyethylene (PE) 
polyethylene glycol) (PEG) 
polyethylene terephthalate) (PET) 
polyimide 
polypropylene (PP) 
polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) 
polystyrene (PS) 
styrene acrylonitrile (SAN) 
poly(trimethylene terephthalate) (PTT) 
polyurethane (PU) 
polyvinylchloride (PVGL 



poly viny lidenedifluoride (PVDF) 
polyvinyl pyrrolidone) (PVP) 



Brand names 

These polymers are often better known through their brand names, for instance: 



Kevlar 

Kynar, e.g. PVDF 

Mylar, e.g. polyethylene terephthalate 

Nylon, e.g. polyamide 6,6 

Rilsan, e.g. polyamide 11 & 12 

Teflon, e.g. PTFE 

Ultem, e.g. polyimide 

Vectran 

Viton 

Zylon 



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synthetic_polymer 
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right-mind-edi\-?min-d3d\ adjica. 1586);?: -having a right or honest 
mind <a ~ citizen) — right-mind*ed*ness n 
right now adv-( 14c) Is right Away 2 : . at present " : 
righto Airit-'ojVi-OtoV inter] (1896) used to express d 
rehoe, assent; or. understanding ;.-'■<' '•■■>.„:■. 
right! off adv ( 1790) ': right:away .: at once. ^ right off the bat 

IS- RlGKTOFF ••' • • • •■ ■ ;» ; ;. .. .-, , 

rightT-of-way \,rit-a(v)-'wa\ n, pi rights-of-way also right-of- 
ways ( 1 768) 1 : a legal right of passage over another! person's ground 

2 a : the area over which a right-of-way exists b : the strip: oMand 
: joyer which is built -a public road ' c :. the land occupied , by a railroad 
j esp. for its main line d. : the land used by a- public utility (as for a 
transmission line) 3. a : a precedence in passing accorded to one 

.vehicle over another ;by custom, decision, or statute b : the right of 
^traffic to take precedence c : the right to take, precedence, over others 

(gavejthe bill the~in the Senate) 

right on adjX 1925) 1 : exactly correct — often used.interjectionaliy to 
express agreement 2 usu right-on : attuned to the spirit of the times 

Right Reverend (15c) — used as a title for high ecclesiastical officials 

right shoulder arms n (1902) : . a position in the manual of arms in 
which the butt of the rifle isheld in the right hand with the barrel rest- 
ingon the right shoulder; also: a command to assume this position 

nghMor-life Vrit-to-lrfVarfy (1973) : opposed to abortion ^- rights 

4o-riif^r i \-'li-f3r\ n . .. . .« 

right-to-work adj (1949) : opposing. or banning the closed shop and 
ithc union shop 

right triangle n (1924),: a triangle having a right angle — see triaN- 
i OLE illustration 

nsht'ward Yrit-wardN a<#(1825) : , being toward or on the right 
right whale n (1725) : any of -a family (Balaenidae) of baleen whales 
Joying ,very long .baleen, a large > head on a stocky body, a smooth 
toroat, and short broad rounded flippers 



> express cheerful concur- 



^flJ^SiW <*??5)'" 1 : the rightist division of a group or party 2 
j^^ ?.— rightr-wing Vrit-'wirj, -,wiq\ adj V- right-winger \'rlt- 

Jnghty \VT : te\ n,p/rightiies( 1949) : right-hander 2 




right whale 
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.. 9f\«(f tME rigide. fr. MF or L; MF, fr. L rigidus, fr. rigere 
gLT* stun (15c) 1 a deficient in or, devoid of flexibility <~ price 
gJntrols) <a ^ bar of metal) b : a Epearing stif f and unyiel ding <his^ 
^^wirrTpainl 2 a^inflexibly sel in opinion Ij ! Stnctlyob- 
orlfS < , adheres to a ~ schedule)' 3 : firmly inflexible rather than lax 
'a ,v"^8ent <a ~ disciplinarian) 4 : precise and accurate iri, pr6ce- 
inc-^ifT S J0 - ntr ? 1 9 f the manufacturing process) ,5 of an airship : hav- 
■II ^t^ utcr > 5 hapc -'maintained by a fixed framework — : rig-id4y arfv 
^"E'ld-nesS h ■ • ■ ■ : * ■ 

S2L RltilD ' f 1G <iROtJS. strict, stringent mean extremely severe or 
l ! - : 322\ 5- ,D lmpl,es uncompromising inflexibility (rigid rules of cbh- 
rtS" ^ ,G 9?°. uS implies the imposition of hardship and difficulty <the 
•totouj training of recruits). STRICT emphasizes undeviating, con f or- 
: ''liiSv >E- 114 standards, or requirements (jm'c/ enforcement of the 
S#i; ? ^°l NT ^U88ests severe, tight restriction or limitation (sirtn- 
rlSa f^dards of admission). s>ti see in addition stiff ! - 
/RP ^'.^ v6 -fied:>fy.ing vr (1842) i to make rigid -~ 
tl.ffiH i if^ mc .n?i d — "'gid.i.fi^a.tion N-Ji-da-rVTca-shsnX n 
5 6eSviS^ r i'' J, * d8 " t P 1 "* "ties (1624) 1 : the quality or state of 
rlSma^S? 4 2 , : . onc that is rigid (as iri; form or conduct) . .' 
^^IS l€ \ n '^^' rdl ' 'rig-mb-X h {alter, of obs. ragman rollioiig 
pfil^og] Cca-. 1736) 1 - confused or meaningless talk ' 2 : a com- 
SiftP^^hstic procedure 



f| «na ntuahstic pi 
% ; rt n ^ r >r« [ /¥. E /f^ r ' fr y MF ^^ f^ li/rigor, lit., stiffness, fr. 
;,^il ,ff3 (l4c) 1 ■ fl 'M> : harsn inflexibility in opinion, tem- 
^lle^U d ^ CTt ? S£V % TY (2) : the Quality bf'beihg unyielding or 
^oie . strictness (3) : seventy of life i austerity b : an act or 



ri^htfuUy © ring 1009 

iristarice of strictness, severity; br ■cruelty : >2 r : a tremor caused by a 
chill 3's a condition that makes life ? difficult, challenging, or Uncom- 
fortable; esp : extremity, of cold 4 : strict precision : exactness logi- 
cal ~) 5 a obs : woiDrnr. stiffness ' b : rigidness or torpor of organs 
or tissue that prevents response to stimuli ■)**.■■■■■■■ .it . : 

rig«or.ism N'ri-g^-.n-zartiV n (1704) : rigidity in 'principle or practice — 
rig-or.fst \-rist\ n ot adj— rigK>riisitiC'\,ri-g^ris-tik\ adj h^:-. 
ng«or mor-tis X.ri-gar-'mor-tas also chiefly £r/r Vi-igorA n [Nt, stiff- 
ness of death] (ca: 1 847) : ; temporary rigidity : of muscles occurring 
afterdeath ! - : • n • .- 

rijg«or-ous \ , ri^g(b-)r3s\ : adj (1 5c) 1 : manifesting, exercising,' or favor- 
'ihg ngor j. very strict 2 a : marked by 'extremes of temperature or 
climate b : harsh, severe 3 : scrupulously accurate ; precise *- sjkw 
«see rigid rig*or>ous*ly adv*— rig*orK>us*ness n ■■ ■"■ 
ri&ovw chiefly Brit torafRiGOR ■■>■■ 'i r \ - 

rijst.ta.fel tVris-.ta-falV n [D; tr.* ryst rice + tafel table] (1889) : an 
Indonesian meal consisting of rice^and a variety of accompanying 
-.•dishes. (as meat, seafoodi and Vegetables) 

Riks*mal or Rlks*maal V , riks-,m61, 'reks-\; n [Norw; fr. rik k J jgdom 



+ /7ia/speech](19I3) : BOKMAl ;: 
rile Xr\{£)\\ vr. riled; riMng [var. of roiTJ (1825) 1 : to make agitated 

and angry : .jupset .2: aolLl .syn see irritate • 
ril^y Vri-le\ l fldy (1805). 1: turbid 2: angry . 
"rill Vril\ n [D n/.or LG rille; akin to OE nth rivulet] ( 1 538); : 

small brook v «•..' : ■■ ■ ... ■ % • ■ ■ 

2 rill v/'( 1610): to flow like a rill . 
3rfll VriJ\ or. rille VriL 'ri-bVn [G Rill* lit., channel made by a small 

stream, fr. LG, rill] (1868),: any of several long narrow valleys on the 
.moon's surface ■ .-^ ■ .. . . 

rill-et Vri-latV/i (1538) % a litUe riU 

ril.lettes Ari-'lets, -'yet\./i p/[F, pi., dim. of r/7/e, sing., piece Sf pork, fr. 

MF, dial. var. of reille board, lath, fr. L regula straightedge — more at 

RVLEJ U889) : cooked shredded meat (as pork -or duck? or fish pre- 
; served in fat . . : . . • ... , 

>rim Vrim\ « [ME, fr. OE I rima; akin to ON rimi strip of iandl(13c) 1 

a : brink b : the outer often curved or .circular edge or border of 

something 2 a : the outer; part of a wheel joined to the hub, usu. by 
.spokes b : a removable outer metal band' on an automobile wheel to 

which the tire is attached 3 : frame 4c( 1 )' -rf rim- less \-bs\ adj 
2 rim. yb rimmed;- rim-ming v/.(1794). 1 : ito serve as a rim for : bor- 
■; DER <cliffs rimming the camp) 2 : , to r^n around . the rihi of <putts that 

~ the cup) ~vi: to form or show a nm ; 
>rime Vrim\ n [ME rim, fr. OE Arfm. akJn fp.QN brim frost] (bef; 12c) 

1 : FROST lb 2 : : an accumulation of granular ice tufts on the -wind- 
: waro*' sides of exposed bbiects that is formed from supercooled fog or 

cloud and built out directly against the wind 3 : crust, incrustation 

<a ~of snow> .. 

Jrime vt rimed; rim-ihg (ca, 1 755) : . to. cover with or as if with rime 
3 nme, rime-ster var of rhyme, Rhymester . 

rim.fire.yrim-.flA.arfy^lseS) of a cartridge : having the priming dis- 
. tributed in the rim of the shell — rahfire n . 

rim*land \ , rim-,land i V>i.(1944) : a region on the periphery of the heart- 
land 1 ' 

rtmmed A'rimdX ad> (1729) :, having a, rim usu. used in combination 



a very 



(dark-rimmed glasses) <red-rimmed eyes) 
rim.rpck \'rim-,rak\ ^(18^60) 1 : a tpp j 



Fr. hrim] (bef . 1 2c) : coy- 

i\ n FME tr. OBi akin to OHG n«tfa bark; arid prob. 
nd](bef. 12c) 1: the bark of a tree 2 : a usui hard 



„.i Stratum or overlying strata of 
resistant rock of a plateau that outcrops to form a vertical face 2 : : the 
edge or face of a rimrock outcrop ! 
rimy A'ri-meX adj rim-i^er; ^est [OE hrimig, fr. " 
ered with rirrie : FROSTY 
rind N'rind, dial , riri\ >i.[ 

to OE rehdah to'rendl _ 

or tough outer layer, :, peel, crust (grated lemon ~> .— rihd^ed Vruv 

d9d\'oc^"-- ■■>-?■■■■;■■ -a ' • 

rin-der-pest Vrin-d3r«,pest\ n [G, fr. Kinder, pi, cattle + Pest pesti- 
lence] (1865) : an . acute infectious febrile disease of ruminant mammals 
(as cattle) that is caused; by a Virus arid is marked by diarrhea and in- 
flammation of mucous membranes 



precious metal worn on the finger 3 a : a circular line, figure, or 
object <smoke ~) b : an encircling arrangement <a ^ of suburbs) c 
: a circular or spifal coursfe — often used in pi. in the phrase run rings 
around 4 a (1) : an often circular space esp. for exhibitions or com- 
petitions; esp : such - a space at a circus (2) : a structure containing 
such a ring b : a square enclosure in which boxers or wrestlers contest 
5 : a band believed to be composed of rocky fragments revolving 
around a planet (as= Saturn) '6 : annual : f[ino 7 - a : <ari exclusive 
combination of persons for a selfish and often corrupt purpose (as to 
control a market) <a wheat ^> b : OANO' 8 i the field of a political 
contest : race 9 : food in the shape of a circle 10 : an arrangement 
of atoms represented in formulas or models in a cyclic manner — 
called also cycle 11 : a set of mathematical elements that is closed 
under two binary operations of which the first forms a commutative 
group with the set and;'the second is associative over dhe set and is dis- 
tnbutive with respect to the first operation; 12 pi a : a pair of usu. 
rubber-covered niefal rings suspended i from a ceiling or crossbar to a 
height pf ap^proximately eight feet above the floor and used for hang- 
ing, swinging, *nd glancing feats in gymnastics : b : an event in gym- 
nastics competition in which the rings are used 13 : ^boxing <ended 
his,~ career) — ring-like Vrin-likV adj.. ; 
a ring vb ringed; ringing V'rirj-ioX vt (I4c) 1.: to provide.with a ring 

2 : to place or form a ring around : encircle <police ~ed the:buiiding) 

3 : girdle 2 4 : to throw a ringer over (the peg) in. a. game (as 
horseshoes or quoits) ~ vi 1 a : to move in a ring b : to nse in the 
air spirally 2 : to form or take the shape of a ring ■ 



,\9\ abut. \^ kitten, F table VarV further SaVash ^VacelAaVmbp, mar 
v \au\put \ch\chin \e\beV. \e\easy. \g\go \i\ hit' ■ \i\ Ice \j\ job 
\rj\ sing \o\ go \6\ law \6i\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \u\ loot \u\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision' \a, n , cc, cei ue, tE, *\see Guide to Proriuriciatibh 




ibift n (1959) { a manually operated gearshift for a motor vehicle 
Amounted on.'tKe floor % ■ 

; * substance thatadheres or causes adhesion 

stick" 

MP'*-.,-. 

^pTrecd VsUk-.wedX n (1743) : any of several plants (as a beggar's* 

^£l^r^i 0903) : the use of one's stick in offensive and 

i^^^^rf^(ca. 1735) 1 a: adhesive J,. (1) 
oiSe^ <2) : coated Wittia sticky substance i»i Juga 
'uiJOGY- also : clammy 3 .: tending to stick 4 a : pisaorbeable, 

$82*25 brJ^WARD, STIFF tl DimCU^. PROB^NUTIC 5 :^- 

S^dy^entimental : cloyino — stick-My \^ti-k»-le\adv — stick- 

^S'^^Smineifs a difficult or delicate prdblem or situation^ 
^e^S^anX^CiftWc + fr/cfion]a946) : the force required to 

£r*iise brie body w contact with another to begin to move . 

iSw Vs^d* [ME *if* fri DE sftf akin to MD srii/* stiff. L snjtar* to 

IS- rigid b : lacking in suppleness or responsiveness <~ muscles) 
^ moWed ' fe oVeriient - used of a mechanism d : DRUNK la 2 

-FIRM/ RESOLUTE' b ! STUBBORN, UNVtELDINO C I PROUD d WJ 

parted bTrcserve or decorum (2) >: lacking in ease or grace 
^SteD 3': hard fought : pugnacious, sharp 4 a (^ exerting 
rat force <a ~ wind) - (2) : forceful, vigorous b : pcron ■ <a ~ 
••■SSS 5?oi a dense or glutinous consistency : THICK 6 a : HARSH. 
'severe (a ~ penalty) b : arduous, ruoged <~ terrain) _7 : not eas- 
ily beeled overby an external force (as the wind)<a^ ship) 8t EX- 
SSSfraEP <paid a - price) — stifMsh \'sti-fish\ adj ^ stifMy 

^ra^np^WGHXWFLEXiBLE mean difficult to bend, stiff may apply to 
Ty ££re£ol 1 This condition (stretching 

from becoming stiff>. rigid applies to something so stiff that it cannot 
• te S^UhoSt breaking frigid surfboard): inflexible stresses lack 

of suppleness or pliability <ski boots with inflexible soles). - « ■ ■ 
Jsnrfadv(13c) lr in a stiff manner: STIFFLY 2: tp an extreme degree 

^^flsTVT^^a : TRAMP. BUM b. HAND.LABORER C 

: person <a lucky ~) 3 : flop, failure ' . . V, 

«stiff vr(1950) 1 a : to refuse to pay or tip <~«* S*.* 0 * 0 '^? 1 ! 
ISVirf the<waiter> b : CHEAT <~ed him in a business deal) c 
•hSTiCK 7a <~ed us with the bar bill)- r2 :• SNUB 3 <~ed sportswnters 

after the game) ' • .. i' 

stiff-arm Vstif-.armN vo or n (1909) : stilaight.aRM : ■ ; -j - .. ■ . 
stiffen Vsti-fsnN vfc stiffened; stiff.en.ing Vsti-fa-nig, stif-mn\ vt 

(15c) : to make stiff or stiff er ~ vi : to become stiff or stiff er — stitt- 



stick shift # Sting 1155 



2stile n [prob fr. D stijl post] (1678) s. one of Hie vertical members in a 
frame or panel into which the secondary members are fitted,,. 



ger, fr. ,L Mus .stylus more at style] l\6l \) 1 : a .slender dagger 
with a blade thick in pfopbrtioh to.its breadth 2 : a pointed instru- 
> Li_^u» r v.«1m> f rt fW^li»f<! nr'emhroiiderY 3,: STLLI 



1 : HAUGHTY. STUBBORN 2 



■n in a 
t Lap- 



en^rX'sri-f^nsr, 'stif-narX n 
stiff-necked A'stifJnektX adj (1526) 

stifTupper lip n tfr. the phrase keep a stiff upper lip) (1815) : a steady 
and determined attitude or manner in the face of trouble — stiff- 

'Sa-tfe'vstiSalV n [ME] (14c) : the joint next above the hock in the 
hind leg of a quadruped (as a horse or dog) corresponding to the hu- 
man knee — see horse illustration ' a i wUi^n i 

istif le v6 sti-fled; sti-fling \-f(»-)lirj\ [alter, of ME «^\«<WhA 
a : to kill by depriving of oxygen : suffocate b - (1) : smother M2) 
; muffle 2 a : to cut off (as the voice or breath) b : to withhold 
from^circuiauon or expression i, repress, <r*ed. our ; .anger) . C J ^ETER. 
discourage ^ vi : to become suffocated by or as if bv lack of oxygen 
^smother — sti-fier \-f(3-)lar\ n — sti-f ling-ly \-fWlin-le\ adv 

stig.ma Vstig-m»\ n. pi stig-ma-ta Astig-'ma-ta, : sUg-m9-t3> , or stig- 
mas [L stigmat-, stigma mark, brand, fr. Gk, fr. sftzefn to .tattpo — 
more at stick] (ca. 1593) 1 a orcftaic : a scar left by ? . .hot iron 

j .brand b : a mark of shame or discredit : stain c : an idenUfying 
mark or characteristic; specif: a specific diagnostic sign of a disease Z 
a in'gmara pi : bodily marks or pains resembling the wounds ot tne 
crucified Christ and sometimes, accompanying religious ecstasy . D 
: petechia 3 a : a small spot, scar, or opening on a plant or animal 
b : the usu. apical part of the pistil of a flower which receives the pollen 
grains and on which they germinate — see flower illustration — stig- 

stig^ma^terSL ^tig-'mas-ta-.rol, -,rdi\ n [NL Physosngma (genus 
including the Calabar bean) 4- ISV. sterol] (190?) : a crystalline sterol 
CjitL.0 obtained esp. from the oils of Calabar beans and soybeans 
&tig.mat.ic \stig-WrtikY n ( 1 594) : one marked with stigmata 
Astigmatic adj (1607) 1 : having or conveying a social stigma 2 : of 
or relating to supernatural stigmata 3 : c anastjgmatic — used esp. of 
a bundle of light rays intersecting at a single point — stig.mat.i^al'ly 

stig'ma^Slt \^tig-m^t^^^ s.STrojjgic a 

stig.ma.tize Vstig^ma-.tizS vr-tized; -tiz-ing (1585) 1 a arctic 
: brand b: to describe or identify, in opprobnous terms 2 : . to mark 
with stigmata —5tig«ma*ti«za.tton A^Ug-ms-ts- ™*n*p\ B 1 ^ fl , v .i: 
stil-bene Vstil-,ben\ n QSV, fr. Gk stf/6ein to glitter] (ca : 1W8)jjj 
arpmatic hydrocarbon C|4Hjj used as a phosphor and in making dyes, 
alsoi a compound derived from stilbene H ,. 
8tp*es.trolSta-^ti^i;r.trol\«[sjt/to estrvs + ^flUMB) 1 
fa crystalline synthetic derivative; CuH, 2 Oi of stoltoe i ^ differs 
from the related diethylstilbestrol in lack of the ethyl jrou^and in 
Possession of but slight estrogenic activity 2: diethylstilbestrol; 
stilibite Vstil-,blt\ ri [F, fr; Gk Stilbein] (1815) : a mineral consisting of 
a hydrous silicate of aluminum, calcium, and sodium and often, occur- 

stair] (bef . 1 2c) : a step Or set of steps for passing over a fence.or wal), 
also: TURNSTILE 



WILD It UUVfc 'ill |<iu|'v> uv« **f. • w ; ■ ' - - . n ■ _ 1 ' • - r -.r^ ¥ ' 

rhent for piercing holes for eydetsor/embroidery . .3.:. STILETTO HBEL 
stU^tto heel n (1953) : a high thin heel pn women's shoes that is nar- 

.stilT\5ir\ fr. <^^^^^^i^Mt 
OE steall stall 4- more at stall]: (bcf, 12cX 1 a^: ; deyoid of or abstain- 
ing from motion b archaic :' SEDENTA.R.Y X i ^^^LiZ^fl 
d (1) : of, relating to, or being a static photograph . as contrasted ^with 
a motion picture (2) : designed for • j tt^,^/^ t X3&&£ 
camera) :«): engaged in taking still photographs <a ~ photographer) 
2^Tutiering nb sound : quiet b : subdued, muted 3 a : calm, 
tranquil: b: free from noise or turbu^ce^still.ne^ y .,. . 

istlll vi4bef:^12c) : to become motionless or silent : quiet,^ .yf. 1 a 
T\llay.^alm b: to put an end to: settle 2 : : to arrest the motion 

of 3 " SILEhlCE '■* " ' 

Htm adv (bef. 12c) 1 : without motion <sit ~> 2 archaic a al- 
ways, CONTINUALLY b : in a progressive manner : increasingly a -^- 
used TaTSction word to indicate the continuance o an action^or 
condition £ lives there) <drink it while it's ,~ hot) 4 : in. spite of that 
: nevertheless <those who take the greatest care <v, make ; mistakes) » 
a : even2c <a ~ more difficult problem) b : YETla, .. 

4still n (13c) 1 : Quiet, silence- 2 :.a static photograph; specy . a 
photograph of actors or scenes of a motion; picture for publicity or 
documentary purposes . ... ■ * =1, V 

sstill vo [ME stillen. short for disfiHen to disull] (13c) : . distill, 

6stffl n (1533) 1 : distillery % y apparatus used in .djsnUation, com- 
prising either the chamber in which the vaporization .is earned out er 

s^ C aUr^i ri r{875) : a fire.alarm' transmitted (as ^telephone 1 call) 
without sounding the signal apparatus 

still and alladvU829) : nevertheless. still , -v .. 

s^.birth \ , stiKb 3 rth, .'b 3 rth\n.(178.5): the birth of a dead fetus ■ 

StiU-born ,V-'b6r\i\ adj (1593) 1 : dead at>irth : 2 : failing from the 
start : . abortive (a ~ venture) 7— still-born \- 4 born\ n • .. . 

sS^ffi\%ntV vi (1858).: to ambush or sulk a quarry; esp ^to 
pursue game noiselessly usu, without a dog. * : to lie in wait for 
: approach by stealth, .' , . ' 

still hunt n ( 1 828) : a quiet pursuing or ambushing of pjjo ■. 

still life n. p/ still Ufes,(1695) 1 : ;a picture consisting P"rionimantly 

inanimate objects, 2 : the category of graphic arts concerned with 

sS^SK 1864): one^hoownsoropera^ 
stiU-room Vstil-.rum^.rumN n t'stilt) (ca, .1-740) $nh: L ft \ ™£ g": 
nected with the kitchen where liqueurs; preserves, and cakes are. kept 
and beverages (as tea) are prepared »■ ". ■ ■ = •■ ■ ■ ■ - . • , ; .i£: m 
stiU water n ( 1 83.2) : apart pf a stream where no currentis visible 
istiMy Vstil-leV odv (bef . 12c) ip a calm;manner : quietly 
Stilly Vsti-le\ adj Vstilt + «-y]( 1776): STILL, QUIET . 

two poles each with a rest or strap for the foot used to elevate the 
wearer above the ground in walking b : a pile or post serving as one 
of the supports of a structure above t ground or^water level, l-pli aho 
St0t : «£y of various notably long-legged ^o^ shorebird^Xgenera 
^manropus and Cladorhynchus) that are. related to theavooets, fre- 
quent inland ponds and marshes, and nest in small colonies 

2stiltvx(1649): to raise on or as if on stilts -.- • crtD)ufAI 

stilted VstU-t^dX cdj (1820 1 *'™^* LO ™J±F?*^1£Z 
2 : having the curve beginning at some distance above the impost <a ~ 
arch) — stilt-ed-ly adv — stilt-ed.ness n • - • • Q J^\'- . a 

StiMon Vstil-t'nA n {Stilton,.. Huntingdonshire. BnjlaadJJ 11*26) 
bjue-veined cheese with wrinkled nnd made, of whole, cows milk en- 

sto?\?Si\TrjME (northern dial.)]. (14c) chiefly Scot A Irish : gum- 

£M\SEWl»tt « (ca. 1728) 1 : an. agent (as a^rug) that 
produces a temporary increase of the functional activity or toy of 
anorgaftism or any of its Rarts 2 : stimulus 3 : an alcoholic bever- 
age — not used technically-r— stimulant adj . ■. > ■: • 

strm-u-late \-aat\ vo -lat-ed; -lat-ing [L stimulatus, pp. of ftimu^re. 
fTstimulus giU6; pern, akin to L rfiJus stem, stylus — more^at style] vt 
1619) il to eicite to activity or growth or to greater activity y ani- 
mate arouse 2 a : to function as a physiological stimulus to b | to 
Taffeci ^by ^a stfmulant (as a drlig) ;» > vi : : to act as a snmulant 
or stimulus syn see provoke - stim-uaa^on Z 
— stim.u.la-tive \ , stimTy»-.la-tiv\ adj — stim.u«la.tor \-Ja^t©r\ rt — 

sfga^^uni^^ 

rouses or incites to activity: as a : incentive, b < STIMULANT 1 an 
agent (as an environmental change) that directly influences the^ctivity 
of a living organism or oneiof its parts (a* by exciting a sensory organ 
or evoking muscular contraction or glandular secretion) . . - 

»sting VstinY vfr stung X'stsoV; sting-ing Vstin-irj\ [ME, fr. OE^ tmgan 
akin to ON stinga te sting and .prob. to .Gk stachys spike of grain.^o- 
chos target,,aim] vf,(bef. 12c) 1~: to pnek paipfully: as a : to Pl erce 
or wound with a poisonous or irntaUng process b : to affect witii 
Sharp quick pain or smart <hail stung their faces> 2 : to cause to suffer 

IcuS? < S f«ng with remorse) 3 s:.1*«<»^^^ii olin or 
wound one with or as if with a stingy 2 -: to feel a keen burning pain or 
smart; also : to cause such pain — sting-ing-ly \-t£\c\ adv . y 
isting n (bef. 12c 1 a : the act of stinging; specy : the thrust of a 
sti^nger into the nesh b : ,a wound or pain caused by or as if by sting- 
ing 8 ^: st?ngIr .2 3 : a sharp or stinging element, force, or quality 4 

VjWbut' YV kitten, F table \'ar\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace : Aa\ mqp, mar. 
\au\oat \ch\ehin- \e\bet \e\easy Ag\go \i\ hit. AlYice VjVjob. 
\rj\sing\o\go \6\Iatr \6i\boy NthVthin \th\ the \u\ loot \0\fdot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a. k, °, oe. o=, lie. ffi, ^ ice' Guide to Pronunciation 



10, RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 

There are no related proceedings or decisions rendered by a court or the Board in 
proceeding identified pursuant to paragraph 37 C.F. R. §41.39(c)(1)(ii). 
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